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 Stephen E. Lucas, The Art of Public Speaking, defines the goals of the Speech to Inform (or the Informative Speech):
1) “…. To convey knowledge and understanding—not to advocate a cause.” (p. 270, 13th ed.)
2) To communicate information accurately (p. 270).
3) To communicate information clearly (p. 270). 
4) To ensure that the information in your speech is made meaningful and interesting to your audience. (You may want to refer to Chapter 6, “Analyzing the Audience.”) 
FURTHER, YOUR GOAL IS TO LOOK AT EXISTING RESEARCH ABOUT YOUR TOPIC AS INDICATED IN THE YOUTUBE VIDEOS PROVIDED FOR YOU. ULTIMATELY, AS THE SPEAKER, YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE AT LEAST THREE (3) SCHOLARLY SOURCES IN YOUR 4-5 MINUTE INFORMATIVE SPEECH. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT YOUR AUDIENCE CANNOT SEE/READ YOUR NOTES; THEREFORE, EACH TIME YOU ARE ABOUT TO CITE A SOURCE, DO SO WITH A SIGNALLING PHRASE SUCH AS, “ACCORDING TO….,” OR “IN A STUDY CONDUCTED BY….” THESE PHRASES WILL HELP YOU AVOID PLAGIARISM. WHY? BECAUSE YOUR AUDIENCE WILL KNOW FROM WHOM OR WHERE YOUR RESEARCH CAME. (FOR EXAMPLE, “According to research conducted at the Mayo Clinic (then state what the research shows.) 
YOU MUST HAVE A THESIS SENTENCE IN THE INTRODUCTION OF YOUR SPEECH; HOWEVER, DO NOT RUSH THE PROCESS OF FINDING OUT WHAT SCHOLARS HAVE WRITTEN. 
REMEMBER, YOUR THESIS SENTENCE IS THE CONTROLLING IDEA FOR THE ENTIRE SPEECH/PAPER. EVERYTHING IN THE SPEECH NEEDS TO RELATE TO THE THESIS. IF,FOR EXAMPLE, YOU ARE INTERESTEDIN TEST ANXIETY IN COLLEGE STUDENTS, AFTER YOU HAVE SPENT TIME EXAMINING THE RESEARCH, YOU MIGHT COME UP WITH THE FOLLOWING THESIS SENTENCE: "THERE ARE MULTIPLE REASONS WHY SOME STUDENTS EXPERIENCE TEST ANXIETY AND I WILL DISCUSS TWO: 1) PRESSURE TO PERFORM AND  2) ISSUES WITH SELF-CONFIDENCE."

LEARNERS, PLEASE NOTICE WHAT THE THESIS DOES: 1) IT LETS THE AUDIENCE KNOW WHAT THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE SPEECH WILL BE, 2) IT CLEARLY IDENTIFIES HOW MANY MAIN POINTS WILL BE DISCUSSED, AND 3) IT CLEARLY NOTES WHAT EACH MAIN POINT IS.

ONCE YOU HAVE DRAFTED YOUR SPEECH, BEGIN TO PRACTICE IT. TIME THE SPEECH TO MAKE SURE IT IS WITHIN THE TIME LIMIT (4-5 MINUTES).

BE SURE TO USE YOUR NOTES AS YOU SPEAK. HOWEVERM,REHEARSE YOUR PRESENTATION SO THAT YOU ARE COMFORATABLE WITH IT. GLANCE AT YOUR NOTES AND HAVE A “HEIGHTENED CONVERSATION” (J. Wood) WITH YOUR AUDIENCE. 

PLEASE DRESS NEATLY AND PROFESSIONALLY.

BE SURE YOUR DELIVERY IS EFFECTIVE. (USE THE TOOLS PROVIDED IN LUCAS’ CHAPTER ON “DELIVERY.”)

HERE IS MY SUGGESTION ON HOW TO ORGANIZE YOUR SPEECH

INTRODUCTION:

BEGIN WITH AN ENGAGING ATTENTION GETTER

GIVE A LITTLE BACKGROUND ON THE TOPIC (CITE MATERIAL IF NEEDED.)

STATE THE THESIS SENTENCE

As you move into the body of the speech, use a transition.

BODY:

First, let’s look at what researchers have said about pressure to perform as a reason why some college students express test anxiety. (Next, you would share from the research). You will be expected to do two things for each main point in this speech: 1) share what some of the research indicates, and 2) talk about how the main point relates to you.

As you move to the second main point, use a transition.

Second, let’s look at another reason researchers have found that can attribute to some college students experiencing test anxiety—issues with self-confidence. (Next, you would share from the research). You will be expected to do two things for each main point in this speech: 1) share what some of the research indicates, and 2) talk about how the main point relates to you.

As you move into your conclusion, indicate that you are doing so:

[bookmark: _GoBack]As I close, my hope is that you have a better understanding of what can cause test anxiety. Be conscious of what I have shared the next time you are preparing to take a test: 1) you may feel pressure to perform, and 2) you may not feel confident. However, stay encouraged, because much of life itself is a test – just not in written form.

